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LUELLA HIGH SCHOOL 
Pride News #3: August 14 - 18 

 

Two successful weeks in The Lion’s Den. Thank you for your support and understanding as we have 

worked to get this school year off to a good start.  

Solar Eclipse Information -  

On Monday, August 21 in the afternoon, our area of the world will have a unique opportunity: we are in 

the viewing area of a rare solar eclipse. The eclipse is scheduled to last between 2:15 to 3:00. Henry 

County Schools is delaying school dismissal that day for all grade levels. High schools will release at 4:15, 

instead of the usual 3:15; thus, we’ll be on a special bell schedule for that day.  

During this time, our teachers will engage students in a variety of educational viewing experiences. We are 

designing both inside and outside viewing experiences for students.  Our science department is planning 

to incorporate lessons about the eclipse as are other teachers.  

Our planned outside viewing options may include indirect viewing methods to let students view the 

eclipse (e.g., projecting the light onto another surface with a mirror) and/or direct viewing options 

utilizing eye shades that are specially made for this purpose. 

 While teachers will educate students on the dangers of directly looking into the sun (for indirect 

outside viewing options) and/or will direct them to keep school-provided eyewear on at all times 

(for direct outside viewing options), teachers are unable to guarantee that students will not make 

independent choices that could compromise their safety.  Please discuss with your child the 

importance of following safety guidelines. 

 Given the potential health risk of students looking directly into the sun without appropriate eye 

covering during an outdoor experience, we are asking parents to decide what viewing option(s) 

they want their child to experience during this once-in-a-lifetime event.   

To assure that you are aware of where your student will view the eclipse, Henry County Schools has issued 

a viewing parental permission slip. It is linked on our website; paper copies will be available as well. 

Unless we have a permission slip giving your approval for your student to be outside to view the eclipse 

with appropriate eye protection, your student will remain inside. 

I’ll be re-sending this information about the eclipse on Wednesday evening as well. Please feel free to give 

me or any other administrator a call if you have questions or concerns.  

Empower HCS, the 1-to-1 student device initiative - 

It’s now time for our Luella families to be ready for the Empower HCS program – Powering Personalized 

Learning, the 1 – to – 1 student learning device initiative. The next step: parents need to open – if you do 

not already have one – a SchoolBucks account. Step-by-step directions are linked off of our website in the 

EmpowerHCS program link. There too is the explanatory information about how the program will begin, 

how students will be issued their computers and what parents need to do in order for a student to receive 

her/his Chromebook during the first week of September.  

I’ll continue to provide you information, and we will be sending home a flyer about the program on 

Friday, August 18. Currently, we have copies of that flyer in the front office. Let me encourage you to go to 

our website and read all the information about this exciting new opportunity.  

Luella State Ambassadors -  
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The Luella State Ambassadors, who began last year, will soon re-start for 2017 – 2018. We are excited and 

honored that our school was one of the original schools involved as Georgia Secretary of State Brain Kemp 

began the program. Due to the hard work and commitment of our school’s sponsor Mr. Christopher 

Hightower, Luella High School has multiple students who participated last year and will participate this 

year. The program is focused on meaningful service and provides students an opportunity to grow their 

leadership skills.  

A video from the Secretary of State that details this state program is linked on our website. Please go view 

it – you will definitely see some Lions you recognize. Mr. Hightower and our State Ambassadors will 

participate in a state training program early in the fall. This is another great example of the Pride of the 

Pride.  

Fall Sports - 

Our fall sports have now kicked off in earnest with volleyball, softball and football in action. The Lion’s 

new football season opens Saturday, August 19 in Covington, Georgia versus Eastside High School at 

Sharp Stadium. The game begins at 7:30 PM. Come out and see the football Lions and Lions’ marching 

band.  

To begin the celebration of our fall activities, we plan a school wide pep rally on Friday. Go Lions!  

Additional Lions’ News - 

Specific information about graduation season will be posted soon, and I’ll address it in Pride News once 

the information is posted.  

As our year continues to progress, I thank you for your patience and support and hope you’ll continue to 

work with us in a patient, understanding way.  

Let us know if you have questions and please know we’ll do our best to get back with you as soon as 

possible.  

And, as always,  

GO Lions! 

Jerry Smith, Jr.  

 

 

 


